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Nettles Stirrups .. ..
More Than Just A Place To Put Your Foot!

Ronnie &

;. Gala Nettles

Nettles Stirrups are built on a
ranch in the heart of Texas.
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8 of customers, one of the many serviceg

of a rocking horse. Gala Nettles wanted a rocking horse for her first

grandson for Christmas. Not just any rocking horse would do, though.

This one needed to be an heirloom, something that could be handed
down from generation to generation.

The months of November and December for Ronnie Nettles, a 35-year
cutting horse trainer are engulfed by the NCHA Futurity. When that show
ended that year, only nine days until Christmas remained and still Gala had

not found that perfect rocking horse. She turned to Ronnie to solve her

dilemma.
When Ronnie Nettles wasn't on the back of a horse he enjoyed his
woodworking shop. Quite the artisan, he had been educated in the skills
and techniques of quality craftsmanship by his late father. The younger
Nettles liked striving to achieve that quality, working hours on the
minute details that set a work above all of the rest.
Tired from the long horse show and ready for a diversion, he took off
his spurs and headed to his workshop to build the rocking horse. Night
after night the lights burned late in the shop as he cut, glued, sanded and
patiently brought to life a big-eyed rocking horse complete with a thick

yarned mane and tail. He built the replica of a saddle out of oak and rather
than pegs to set one's feet, he constructed a small pair of oak laminated
oxbows. The project was finished on Christmas Eve.

But Ronnie wasn't finished. Building the laminated stirrups for the rocking
horse sparked the idea to build himself a pair. He spent long hours in the saddle
each day and the pressure of the stirrups against his shin kept his legs raw and bleec
ing. In fact, he usually wrapped his legs with horse's vet wrap each morning. For
months, he had searched for a pair of stirrups that would eliminate the pressure prob-
lem as well as foot fatigue. Nettles knew that the right stirrup would be more than just
a place to set your foot. Indeed, besides alleviating any pain it would be one that
helped the rider sit balanced in the saddle.

Using his expertise from 35 years in the saddle, Ronnie designed his own style of

stirrup, one that had innovative designs to eliminate pressure, eradicate foot pain, 'set

3the foot in the stirrup, and help sit the rider in the saddle. Nettles chose the lamination
method for its extra durability and its cushioning effect. Since the only oak he had
available was a wheelbarrow handle, he sacrificed it to build the first pair of stirrups.

4 "Had | known then what | know now," said Gala as she reminisced about wood
6pieces in her kitchen pots boiling on the stove, "rather than complaining about the

ess he was making, | would have been taking pictures!"
7 Today, the Nettles Stirrups are famous world-

wide. Styles and décor of the stirrups have .

grown in direct proportion to the request

T he seed for Nettles Stirrups was born in December 1986, the offspring

ghat make the stirrups so popular,
@ach design is tested in the are
q':ldjacent to their manufacturing
ome so that no stirrup bearing th
1Rettles brand leaves the ranch wit

1 tlesigner.
And as Ronnie learned his skill

for quality craftsmanship from his
father, he has passed these skills to ths
next generation and his son, Robby, who
oversees the building process today.



Don Shugart Photography

Ronnie showing
Smart And Brassy

About Ronnie Nettles

Ronnie's impressive training and showing accomplishments
are the foundation of his stirrup knowledge. Nettles Stirrups are
built with the rider in mind and designed by a cowboy who has
spent a lifetime in the saddle. Since he developed his stirrups
from years of working in them daily, you will find his products
as impressive as the following list of his accomplishments:

* NCHA Futurity Champion riding Doc Per

* NCHA Super Stakes Champion riding Doc Per

* NCHA Co-Reserve Derby Champion riding Sancie Playgirl

* NCHA $3000 Novice Champion riding Sanjo Palladin

* AQHA Sr.World Reserve Champion riding Personality Doc

* AQHA Jr.World Finalist riding Cash Quixote Playboy

* NCHA Top Ten riding Personality Doc

« 5 Affiliate "Horse of the Year" Championships in Open and
$3000 Novice Classes

* 1985 "Trainer of the Year" by Horseman's Report

» Past NCHA Director, Past Director of 3 Affiliates

* NCHA Hall of Fame Rider

The Nettles Trademark

To make sure you're
riding in Nettles
Stirrups, look for the

Nettles Trademark
burned into the side
of every stirrup
(left) and stamped in
the bottom of the
tread (right).
It's only a Nettles
if it says it's a Nettles!




! This Premier Nettles Stirrup is the original stirrup constructed by trainer Inch Short

Ronnie Nettles in 1986.
! Because they are such an innovative product, Nettles also has had to
all of the machinery to build the stirrup.

! This stirrup line offers a variety of treadwidths, wood selections, and/or

designs.

! Nettles Premiers are offered with varnish finish which allows the red oak's
beautiful light coloring to shine through or with decking walnut stain which

offers a deeper resonance and a more rustic appeal.

THE FLATBOTTOM

The Nettles Flatbottom is the preferential stirrup for today's rider. It measures 6

inches from bolt to tread and comes in a variety of treadwidths.

The 1%

build

The 1 inch The 2 inch THE SHORT (PETITE) STIRRUP
SFtli?:BS,tt?hn; Stmﬁf‘ﬁg‘;r{‘he Narrow feet? Short legs? Then the Nettles Short
most highest volume stirrup, often called the Petite stirrup is just right for
narrow of sales since a you. The same size boot doesn't fit everyone, so
treadwidth 2 inch tread is a neither will the same size stirrup.
available. %?ngrga\\/ig?aﬂte Measuring 5 inches in height, the Nettles Short
size foot. g Flatbottom stirrup is an inch shorter than the regular
stirrup which sets it lower on the rider's leg, thus
eliminating shin pain from too-tall stirrups. The
inside dimensions of 4 % inches also fits the foot
better, keeping it more secure in the stirrup with
less of a "wallowing" feeling.
The Short stirrup comes in 1 %, 2, and 3 inch
treadwidths.
. , THE ROPER
The 1 % inch Another big seller
Flatbottom is the 3 inch The laminated Roper doesn't
stirrup widens treadwidth [ warp and has enduring strength.
b?t?o%egd f‘/t itrrl]gh I:SISI:RJOIti()sn:é;?IS Add those features to our stirryp
2 .
over the )(gne inch popﬁlar withy bottom designed for_extr
stirrup. many reiners, comfort and easy exit anfl
ropers and trail you've got the ultimate stirurp
riders. for ropers. We also offer the¢
Team Roper stirrup, similar tp
our 3 inch Flatbottom bu
especially desiged for todayls
team roper. The standard tregd-
width is 3 inches but availablg
in wider widths as well.
THE OVERSIZE THE OVERSHOE
Wide welt boots and thicke The Overshoe Flatbottom stirrupl .
soles have grown thg (not pictured) was primarily Nettles Stlrrups_
popularity of the Oversizg designed to be used with pack | also offers Premie
Flatbottom stirrup in leaps boots. Like the Oversize, it too, Stirrups with 4
and bounds. It offers mor¢ has the same bolt to foot 6 inch inch tread width
width inside, measuring 5 3% measurement, but it's inside :
inches at its widest part. Th width diameter is 6 inches as and stirrups Can. bg
Oversize stirrup is availabl well. Itis made ina 1 % and 2 CUStom'm_ade In
in 1% and 2 inch widths inch treadwidth, but can be even wider
but can be custom-made i custom-made in any width the treadwidths.
any width the rider desire rider desires.



THE 75

The pin of the "75" is off-

centered so that it hangs at a slight
angle, helping to keep the rider's togs
up and heels down. The "75" aldo
sits the rider deeper in the

saddle providing better balance and
more comfort. Its slight "S" shapep
sides is a weight distributor thgt
enhances the toes-up ride, and offers
the rider freedom from the
traditional stirrup's closed sides.
Comes in 2 ¥ and 3 inch treadwidths.

THE TRAILBLAZER

The Trailblazer is built
identically to the 75 stirrup, but
comes with a different tread. Whil
the 75 has the traditional leather
tread, the Trailblazer offers a high
impact rubber tread, just the thing
for long rides or for riders who
like that thick-padding-under-the-
carpet feel. This stirrup is excellen
for people with ailing knees or
simialar physical problems. Come
in 2 % and 3 inch treadwidths.

THE HALF BREED

The Halfbreed is all about freedom and all about confidence,
born from the marriage of our
famous Flatbottom stirrup to
our legendary Oxbow Stirrup.
It combined the extra width in
the Oxbow's middle to our
classic Flatbottom tread and
what a great feel!

With the Halfbreed's sides
slimmed down for additional
comfort, the stirrup has been :
winner in the competitive
circles. Available in 1 %2 and 2
inch treadwidths.

The 1Y%
Inch Oxbow THE OXBOW

We offer the traditional
Oxbow in either 1 or 1 %
inch widths. Our Oxbows
have a wider middle for extra
comfort and easier exit. If
you are an oxbow fan, this is
the stirrup for you.




Besides constructing stirrups in red oak, we also
build stirrups in other woods which puts them in a class
of their own.We use a primary stock of five exotic woods,
but we are always on the look-out for that special wood
to create an absolutely gorgeous yet functional stirrup.

Our Primary Exotic Woods

Walnut Mesquite
Wenge Bordork
English Yew Purple Heart

Bloodwood

Do you have an exotic
wood in mind not listed
here? Let us know.
We will design you a one
of a kind stirrup to your
specifications.

Exotic Wood Descriptions

RED OAK make bows using the French wold
A slightly coarser textured bois d'arc, which means bow woogl.

wood than white oak, Red Oak idVith time the name Bodar
accented with smaller dark coloremerged. Native Americans algo
rays and large rounded open poref€lied on the tree for dyes an
It is uniform in color and is the Medicinal uses while the Europegn
basic wood used in building NettleSettlers took advantage of the tough
Stirrups. thorny tree to plant tight rows fo
stock proof hedges. Bodark makeg a

BLACK WALNUT beautiful golden stirrup that turns

deeper color with age and will n
A moderately hard, strongdougt last a Iifetimeg

wood known for its excellent shock
resistance, Black Walnut is regard-
ed as the most beautiful and mof2URPLE HEART
valuable cabinet wood in North A Central and South American
America. With such a reputation, ittree that is brown when freshly cuf,
naturally makes exquisite designebut oxidizes to a violet purple
stirrups. While the dried wood is aWhile the wood is heavy and usugl-
rich dark brown, the sapwood]y finely textured with a straight
when freshly cut, is nearly white.grain, it is also noted for its wid¢
Black walnut is primarily grown in variation in color, texture, and der}-
the central and Appalachian statessity, all depending on the tree. |
fact, because of its good mechanidal
MESQUITE properties and durability, purple
Mesquite has survived theheartis used for heavy outdoor co
rugged Texas landscape sincgtruction such as bridges and dogk
before the Spanish Conquistador40rk. A dye produced from thg
set foot on North America. Nativewood is used for textile fabrics
Americans ground the seed pods thhe purple color is deceptive, ho
produce a meal called pinole angVer. changing to a dark brown pafi
they used the bark to create medi@ With age. Purple Heart is notgd
cine, baskets and fabrics. It is &or its ability to finish to a glossy.
remarkable wood known for itslustrous finish, making an absolutg-
beauty, strength and tenacity anly gorgeous stirrup.
makes a gorgeous product, from
floors to cabinets to stirrups.ENGLISH YEW
However, while other products can  An evergreen tree native tp
work with the flaws in mesquite, Britain and particularly common i
mesquite woods without flaws isEngland and Wales, and because|of
necessary for stirrups, making theriis longevity it is prominent in many
that much more of a prize to own. churchyards. The English YeV
grows slowly and can live to be se
WENGE eral hundred years old; in faci,
Dark brown to black in color, SOMe old yew trees are believed o
Wenge is a heavy, coarsely texture@e over 2000 years old. Thi
wood with bending and shock-durable wood is marked with per
resistant properties similar to asidic dark accents of various sizgs
and hickory. Since it is hard ancdnd colors. No doubt that stirrup
heavy, it is an excellent source fomade from English Yew will always
handles and carving, and also fdP€ & conversation piece.
designer stirrups. Wenge grows in
open forests in the southern regionBRADAUK
of Tanzania and Mozambique. It African Padauk is orange-red in
also appears in the Congo region ifolor, deepening in time to a deeppr
periodically inundated swampyshade of red. This dense, heayy
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forests. wood has a coarse rugged textyre
and prominent pores, making |t
BODARK excellent stirrup material that holg

Officially named Osage up well and stand out among the
rowd. It is a native of Nigeria

Orange, because the wood is s@ dthe C
strong, Native Americans used it to ameroons an e Longos.




Our Designer stirrups are enhanced with laser work and
exotic wood inlays, or the design of your choice. In fact, if you
can dream it and if you can draw it, then we can make it"

This is the place where your personality comes into play.
Choose any color wood to inlay a design back into the oak
stirrups. The woods primarily used for inlaying are Purple
heart (burgundy) Walnut (brown) or Wenge(black). Or inlay
the beautiful red oak into a solid exotic wood stirrup"

Add One of these Design Inlays to your Stirrup

An Oak
Aztec

Wenge
stirrup

Inlay on a

An Oak
Leaf Inlay
ona
Walnut
stirrup

Add a lizard
inlay to your
wenge (left) or
Purple Heart
(right)
Flatbottom
stirrups.

Basketweave
leather inlay

Basketweave is
always popular
paired with a leathe
inlay (left), a leather
inlay with studs
(right) or as a laser
design (lower rt) or
add a feather design
(lower It) or a design
of your own.

Basketwe.ave
laser design




Inlaying initials and inlaying brands are great ways to
personalize stirrups. The rider's choice of either Purple
Heart (burgundy) Walnut (brown) and Wenge (black) are

used for the inlaying.
Even personal names or the name of your association

can be inlaid onto the stirrups.

INLAYING INITIALS & BRANDS

Oversize Regular

« ... your foot will sit easily in the middle of it and
not rub against the stirrup sides.

I'...it will mimic your favorite pair of shoes and not
cause foot ache or foot fatigue.

... it will rest comfortably against your leg.

I...the stirrup's throat will not bow after time,

INITIALS ADDED TO YOUR INLAYS throwing your foot out of alignment.

I...it will fit your foot. Just as we don't all wear the
same size boots, neither is the same size stirrup
right for everyone. Just because stirrups came on
your saddle does't mean they fit your foot.

I'...it should reflect your style and be stirrups that
look good to you.

I...it allows your foot to slide in and out with ease.

I...it will have a treadwidth that feels #right,#
neither too bulky nor too skinny.

Dress up your saddle with
silver inlay. Shown is silver
inlay in red oak, and silver
with gold letters inlaid in
walnut.

ASSOCIATION &
SHOW AWARDS

Call Nettles Stirrups
For Information
About
Association and
Show Awards!

800-729-2234




I An economical version of the Nettles Premier Stirrup,
achieved without altering the superior Nettles Stir rups'
workmanship.

I Laminated like the Nettles Premier Stirrups, but have only
4 pieces of wood instead of 6.

I' A more economical leather, less sanding and less hands-

on labor make this a great

2 inch All cost-concious stirrup.
Purpose ! Built in 2 and 3 inch
Stirrup treadwidths only.

3inch All

Purpose

Stirrup
TAKE A LOOK!

This Dodge Ram 3500 Quad Cab Diesel is perched on top of
a Nettles 3 inch Flatbottom stirrup. The plyboard under the
stirrup cracked, but the stirrup remained solid as she comes,
as you can see from the pictures.

SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO YOU?

ADDED SECURITY. Should a horse fall with you, unlike
aluminum or wooden stirrups wrapped with metal which
might catch your foot in a squeeze, Nettles Stirrups will most
likely withstand the pressure. And if they don't, a broken
stirrup is easier to repair than a damaged leg or foot!




THE PATENTED
POOPER SCOOPER

Keeping things clean around the barn
isn't an easy chore. Spider webs and dir
accumulate daily and the ammonia smel
of urine hangs relentlessly in the air. Then
there are those huge piles of used shay
ings and manure (usually next to your
barn) that, like clothes on a teenager's
floor, seem impossible to keep from pil-
ing up!

Today, though, thanks to modern tech-
nology "barn-style" and a revolutionary
new way to clean stalls, barns are cleaner,

smell fresher, and those big manure piles But _thI?t's not all. l; als_;o: in th I
are only memories from the past. Just as & PICKS UPEVEY Shaving in the stall,

brooms took a back-seat to vacuum-SOmething thatis not done with a fork,
cleaners in the home, the age-old manure b. ﬁults cleanlnghtlme in ha_lf, I
fork is now taking a back-seat to the ¢ N€IPS erase the ammonia smell,

THE POOPER-SCOOPER
TEST RESULTS!

After an employee cleaned an 18
stall barn, the manure and shavings o
be discarded were re-cleaned, using fhe
STALLHAND, (the Pooper Scooper's
sire) reclaiming 7 bags of reusable
shavings. (order CD).

WHAT THAT MEANS TO YOU"

1. If shavings cost $4 per bag, the
owner discarded $28 in one day.

2. In one year, the owner threw
away $10,220. (365 days x $28 ) at $
per bag. That's enough to make a trugk
payment!

3. That breaks down $568 per stal
thrown away each year on an 18-stall
barn.

4. What's your waste? Multiply
$568 by the number of stalls you cle
That's how much you'll save in a yea
IF your shavings only cost $4 per ba

Pooper Scooper, the "vacuum cleaner” for ~ d- cuts down on the fly population,

e. eliminates the huge pile of manuref

~vi

the barn. i ¢
NCHA Hall of Fame Rider Ronnie SNhavings outside your bam, |
Nettles, while searching for a way to f. S_AVES. YOU MONEY!
improve his own barn environment and Ve Still don't know how to keep tee
cut shaving costs at the same time devel29€rS from piling clothes on the floor, r
oped and patented an innovative maching!® We have the answer (yet) to those pe
that is light, speedy, battery-operated ands_plder webs, bu_t if youre mterest_ed In ¢
a whiz at cleaning stalls. Named the N9 COSts and time in stall cleaning wr
Pooper Scooper (that's what it does!) thelMProving your barn environment for yo

patented machine makes stall-cleaning a'°'Ses and yourself, The Patented Po
breeze. Scooper is just the thing for your barn.

ADDED BENEFITS:
Lightweight, easy handling,
Reduces stall-cleaning time,
Eliminates urine odor,
. Healthier environment for your horses,
Fewer times to replace shavings,
Less waste to discard,
Removes ALL manure/wet shavings,
Helps fly control.

ONoO~WDE




THE DRILLER can be frightening to young horses. Start

working the flag slowly back and forth " Easy to use,
What is the Driller? and in only a short time your horse will " Easy to travel with
The Driller is a compact, economicalcatch onto the idea. " Battery operated

and easy-to-carry training device to use " Saves you cattle money
with cutting horses. It is quick to set UpTHE MECHANICS " A #10 Droblemé trainin
and simple to use, and will make tuning  The string is nylon that has been _ Y g
your horse a simple matter, no matte{yaxed to keep the flag rolling smoothly. device sure to help keep

where you are. Your driller comes with 110 feet of string,  Your horses on target!

The Driller comes with three parts: ay ;¢ you can easily add as much string as
Mikita angle drill, a flag, and the mechan-yq, gesire.

ics on which that flag runs. A large spool and a small spool are
made from poly plastic, which is trouble-
THE DRILL free material for the string to wind around.

The Mikita angle drill is the mecha- A chain and snap are attached to the small
nism that makes this training device s&pool, which you can fasten tq
easy to use. Besides its high quality aneny object. To set up the
efficiency in operation, the drill motor hasDriller, attach the small spool
a break that stops immediately when disto an object, pull the pin out
engaged. That's important when workingf the large spool and walk
with your horse. away from the small spool

Secondly, being a variable speed drillthe length of the string. At that
your assistant can operate the flag at theoint, put the pin back into the
speed you desire. Finally, the drill'sbottom hole in the spool and
reversible switch is easily operated withyou are ready to work.
one's thumb, making the art of working

your horse back and forth a snap. PUTTING UP THE
DRILLER
THE FLAG When you are fin-

The flag is made of a durable polyished, run the flag all the way,
material that will not be harmed by weathio the small spool. Now
er. Itis supported at the bottom by pvc pipénoved the pin to the middle
which the bottom string runs through. Thighole over the string, press th
keeps the flag from swinging in the wind,angle drill trigger and follow
or flipping over the string and becomingthe string to the flag. Presto
entangled. The string is neatly rolled up.

The flag is 8 x 18 inches in size. ATo keep it in place, pull the
horse does not require a big object t®in out and re-insert it in the
work. In fact, sometimes the bigger object§op hole.

THE NETTLES
LAMINATED
What makes a
SWEAT SCRAPERS Nettles Sweat Scraper better?

# It is made from four pieces of laminated oak which make it
stronger and less likely to break than other sweat scrapers.
# The tapered edges of the Nettles Sweat scraper are easier
on the horse's skin and keeps the hair smooth.
# The handle of the Nettles Sweat scraper fits easily
into your hand and has no uncomfortable edges.
# A hole in the top of the sweat scraper is convenient
for hanging.
# The Nettles Sweat scraper can be personalized with
your name, your ranch name or your horse's nhame, making
them excellent advertising items.
# Unlike other kinds of sweat scrapers, the Nettles Sweat
scraper can last a lifetime!

Laminated
Sweat scrapers make
great gifts when you need to
remember a horse person with
something unusual. They are also
excellent calling cards from your stallion to
his mare sweethearts - naturally with his
name lasered on the sweat scraper!
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Nettles Stirrupse

Quality materials « Exceptional craftsmanship « Enhanced riding ability
Built-in foot stability « Attention to the smallest detail

Nettles Stirrups
1087 Nettles Lane « Madisonville, Texas 77864
800-729-2234 « Fax: 936-348-5839
gala@nettlesstirrups.com ¢ www.NettlesStirrups.com



